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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 048595 

FOR AMBASSADOR WRIGGINS FROM AMBASSADOR RICHARDSON 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PLOS 

SUBJECT: LOS - PRESIDENT AMERASINGHE 

1 . I WOULD LIKE TO BRING YOU UP TO DATE ON THE ISSUE OF 
THE PRESIDENCY OF THE LOS CONFERENCE. WHILE AMERASINGHE'S 
STATUS IS STILL UNSETTLED, IT APPEARS VERY UNLIKELY THAT 
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HE WILL CONTINUE AS PRESIDENT. THE VARIOUS REGIONAL GROUPS 
MET DURING THE FEBRUARY 6-17 INFORMAL CONSULTATIONS ON LOS 
IN NEW YORK. ALL EXCEPT THE LATIN GROUP EXPRESSED THEIR 
SUPPORT FOR AMERASINGHE CONTINUING IN AN INDEPENDENT CAPAC- 
ITY. ON THE LAST DAY OF THE CONFERENCE THE LATIN GROUP 
CAUCUSED, AND BY A VOTE OF 10 TO 2 TOOK THE POSITION THAT 
THEY WOULD OPPOSE AMERASINGHE CONTINUING AS PRESIDENT 
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SINCE HE WAS NOT A MEMBER OF A NATIONAL DELEGATION. WHILE 
WE SUSPECT THAT THIS WAS NOT THEIR REAL REASON FOR OPPOSING 
AMERASINGHE (THE LATIN COASTAL STATES SEEMED TO BE CONCERNED 
ABOUT HIS POSSIBLE DISPOSITION TO TAKE A SYMPATHETIC VIEW 
TOWARD LL/GDS AND HIS READINESS TO DOWNGRADE THE IMPORTANCE 
OF COMMITTEES) THEY HELD OUT THEIR DECISION AS ONE BASED 
ON THE PRINCIPLE THAT IT WOULD BE AN UNDESIRABLE PRECEDENT 
FOR THE PRESIDENT NOT TO BE A MEMBER OF A NATIONAL DELEGA- 
TION. HAVING TAKEN THEIR DECISION ALLEGEDLY ON THE BASIS 
OF PRINCIPLE IT IS HARD TO SEE HOW THE LATINS CAN REVERSE 
THEMSELVES. IF THIS SHOULD BE THE CASE, IT WILL BE IMPOS- 
SIBLE FOR AMERASINGHE TO CONTINUE AFTER HIS CONTRACT WITH 
THE SRI LANKA GOVERNMENT EXPIRES. 

2. WE HEARD IN NEW YORK THAT THE PRIME MINISTERS OF 
AUSTRALIA, INDIA AND SINGAPORE MIGHT APPROACH PRIME 
MINISTER IAY AWARDENE AT THE CANBERRA REGIONAL HEADS OF 
GOVERNMENT MEETING LAST WEEK URGING HIM TO RECONSIDER HIS 
DECISION NOT TO PUT AMERASINGHE ON THE SRI LANKAN DELEGA- 
TION. WE HAVE BEEN INFORMED BY THE AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY IN 
WASHINGTON THAT THE MATTER WAS NOT RAISED WITH JAYAWARDENE 
IN CANBERRA. ACCORDING TO THE AUSTRALIAN REPORT, THE IN- 
DIAN AND AUSTRALIAN MINISTERS DISCUSSED THE MATTER. THE 
INDIANS WERE CONCERNED ABOUT THE INDELICACY OF APPEARING 

TO MEDDLE IN INTERNAL SRI LANKAN AFFAIRS. FURTHER, THE 
AUSTRALIANS REPORT THE INDIANS SEEMED CONCERNED ABOUT THE 
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PRECEDENT OF AMERASINGHE CONTINUING IN AN INDEPENDENT 
CAPACITY. ALTHOUGH THE AUSTRALIAN REPORT DOES NOT INDI- 
CATE WHETHER THE MATTER WILL BE PURSUED BY THE THREE GOVERN- 
MENTS WITH THE GSL, THE AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY DOES NOT THINK 
IT WILL BE. 

3. THE NEXT STEPS ARE NOT YET CLEAR. UNLESS SOME NEW 
ELEMENT IS INTRODUCED AMERASINGHE WILL PRESUMABLY IN DUE 
COURSE ADVISE THE ASIAN GROUP THAT HE IS UNABLE TO CONTINUE 
AS PRESIDENT AND IT WILL BE UP TO THE ASIANS TO AGREE ON 

A SUCCESSOR EITHER AMONG THEMSELVES OR IN CONJUNCTION WITH 
THE AFRICAN GROUP. 

4. IT IS A PITY THAT THE LATINS HAVE TAKEN THIS POSITION 

AND EVEN MORE DEPLORABLE THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF SRI LANKA 
HAS BEEN SO SHORTSIGHTED IN NOT AGREEING TO CONTINUE 
AMERASINGHE AT LEAST NOTIONALLY AS A MEMBER OF THEIR LOS 
DELEGATION. IN THE CIRCUMSTANCES WE THINK A FURTHER AP- 
PROACH BY THE US TO JAYAWARDENE WOULD BE WARRANTED AND ARE 
SENDING YOU INSTRUCTIONS BY SEPARATE TELEGRAM TO DO SO. 

5. FOR LONDON: PLEASE INFORM ARCULUS OF FOREGOING. 
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FOR AMBASSADOR WRIGGINS FROM AMBASSADOR RICHARDSON 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PLOS 

SUBJECT: LOS - PRESIDENT AMERASINGHE 

1 . I WOULD LIKE TO BRING YOU UP TO DATE ON THE ISSUE OF 
THE PRESIDENCY OF THE LOS CONFERENCE. WHILE AMERASINGHE'S 
STATUS IS STILL UNSETTLED, IT APPEARS VERY UNLIKELY THAT 
HE WILL CONTINUE AS PRESIDENT. THE VARIOUS REGIONAL GROUPS 
MET DURING THE FEBRUARY 6-17 INFORMAL CONSULTATIONS ON LOS 
IN NEW YORK. ALL EXCEPT THE LATIN GROUP EXPRESSED THEIR 
SUPPORT FOR AMERASINGHE CONTINUING IN AN INDEPENDENT CAPAC- 
ITY. ON THE LAST DAY OF THE CONFERENCE THE LATIN GROUP 
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CAUCUSED, AND BY A VOTE OF 10 TO 2 TOOK THE POSITION THAT 
THEY WOULD OPPOSE AMERASINGHE CONTINUING AS PRESIDENT 
SINCE HE WAS NOT A MEMBER OF A NATIONAL DELEGATION. WHILE 
WE SUSPECT THAT THIS WAS NOT THEIR REAL REASON FOR OPPOSING 
AMERASINGHE (THE LATIN COASTAL STATES SEEMED TO BE CONCERNED 
ABOUT HIS POSSIBLE DISPOSITION TO TAKE A SYMPATHETIC VIEW 
TOWARD LL/GDS AND HIS READINESS TO DOWNGRADE THE IMPORTANCE 
OF COMMITTEES) THEY HELD OUT THEIR DECISION AS ONE BASED 
ON THE PRINCIPLE THAT IT WOULD BE AN UNDESIRABLE PRECEDENT 
FOR THE PRESIDENT NOT TO BE A MEMBER OF A NATIONAL DELEGA- 
TION. HAVING TAKEN THEIR DECISION ALLEGEDLY ON THE BASIS 
OF PRINCIPLE IT IS HARD TO SEE HOW THE LATINS CAN REVERSE 
THEMSELVES. IF THIS SHOULD BE THE CASE, IT WILL BE IMPOS- 
SIBLE FOR AMERASINGHE TO CONTINUE AFTER HIS CONTRACT WITH 
THE SRI LANKA GOVERNMENT EXPIRES. 

2. WE HEARD IN NEW YORK THAT THE PRIME MINISTERS OF 
AUSTRALIA, INDIA AND SINGAPORE MIGHT APPROACH PRIME 
MINISTER IAY AWARDENE AT THE CANBERRA REGIONAL HEADS OF 
GOVERNMENT MEETING LAST WEEK URGING HIM TO RECONSIDER HIS 
DECISION NOT TO PUT AMERASINGHE ON THE SRI LANKAN DELEGA- 
TION. WE HAVE BEEN INFORMED BY THE AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY IN 
WASHINGTON THAT THE MATTER WAS NOT RAISED WITH JAY AWARDENE 
IN CANBERRA. ACCORDING TO THE AUSTRALIAN REPORT, THE IN- 
DIAN AND AUSTRALIAN MINISTERS DISCUSSED THE MATTER. THE 
INDIANS WERE CONCERNED ABOUT THE INDELICACY OF APPEARING 
TO MEDDLE IN INTERNAL SRI LANKAN AFFAIRS. FURTHER, THE 
AUSTRALIANS REPORT THE INDIANS SEEMED CONCERNED ABOUT THE 
PRECEDENT OF AMERASINGHE CONTINUING IN AN INDEPENDENT 
CAPACITY. ALTHOUGH THE AUSTRALIAN REPORT DOES NOT INDI- 
CATE WHETHER THE MATTER WILL BE PURSUED BY THE THREE GOVERN- 
MENTS WITH THE GSL, THE AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY DOES NOT THINK 
IT WILL BE. 
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3. THE NEXT STEPS ARE NOT YET CLEAR. UNLESS SOME NEW 
ELEMENT IS INTRODUCED AMERASINGHE WILL PRESUMABLY IN DUE 
COURSE ADVISE THE ASIAN GROUP THAT HE IS UNABLE TO CONTINUE 
AS PRESIDENT AND IT WILL BE UP TO THE ASIANS TO AGREE ON 

A SUCCESSOR EITHER AMONG THEMSELVES OR IN CONJUNCTION WITH 
THE AFRICAN GROUP. 

4. IT IS A PITY THAT THE LATINS HAVE TAKEN THIS POSITION 

AND EVEN MORE DEPLORABLE THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF SRI LANKA 
HAS BEEN SO SHORTSIGHTED IN NOT AGREEING TO CONTINUE 
AMERASINGHE AT LEAST NOTIONALLY AS A MEMBER OF THEIR LOS 
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DELEGATION. IN THE CIRCUMSTANCES WE THINK A FURTHER AP- 
PROACH BY THE US TO JAYAWARDENE WOULD BE WARRANTED AND ARE 
SENDING YOU INSTRUCTIONS BY SEPARATE TELEGRAM TO DO SO. 

5. FOR LONDON: PLEASE INFORM ARCULUS OF FOREGOING. 
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